
������������� LIVING ON DIRT ROADS: WHAT TO EXPECT ON RURAL ROADS ������������� 
Welcome to our rural community! Living here means enjoying wide open spaces, quiet surroundings, and a slower 
pace of life. It also means navigating dirt and gravel roads—which come with their own unique characteristics.  
Here's what you need to know: 
 

���� Road Composition 
Our roads are made of native soil, crushed rock, and gravel, compacted to provide a drivable surface. These 
materials are cost-effective and suitable for rural environments, but they’re also more vulnerable to weather and 
wear. 
 

������� What to Expect 
Dirt roads are dynamic and change with the seasons and weather. You may encounter: 
• Bumps & Washboarding – Caused by repeated vehicle traffic and dry conditions. 
• Dust – Especially during dry spells; drive slowly to reduce airborne dust. 
• Potholes & Ruts – Formed by water erosion and heavy use. 
• Loose Rock – Can shift and create uneven surfaces. 
 

��� After Rain or Snow 
Water is the biggest challenge for dirt roads. After storms: 
• Roads may become muddy, slippery, or impassable. 
• Erosion can cause deep ruts, washouts, or loss of road material. 
• Standing water may weaken the road base, leading to long-term damage.  
Please drive cautiously and avoid using roads during or immediately after heavy precipitation when possible. Use four 
wheel drive if you have it. 
 

���� Maintenance Matters 
Maintaining the quality of our rural roads is a shared responsibility. By following a few simple practices, residents 
can help reduce wear and tear, minimize maintenance needs, and keep roads safe and accessible for everyone. 
Our Metro District provides road maintenance, but: 
• It is limited by budget, weather conditions, and level of necessity. 
• Grading and repairs are scheduled as needed, with priority given to safety and accessibility. 
• Snow removal may not be instantaneous during major storms. 
 

���� Reporting Road Issues 
Help us keep roads safe and functional! If you notice severe potholes or washouts, blocked drainage, or unsafe 
conditions, please report them to the Metro District and include location details and photos if possible via: 
������� Email: PanArkEstates@ccgcolorado.com �� Phone: 970-300-4682 
� Website: www.ccgcolorado.com 
 

����������� Tips for Residents 
• Drive slowly and cautiously, especially in wet or dusty conditions. Excessive speed increases dust, loosens road 
material, and contributes to washboarding. 
• Keep your vehicle maintained—suspension and tires take a beating! 
• Use 4-wheel drive when going uphill – This helps prevent wheel spin and reduces the formation of washboards. 
• Stop at intersections even if there’s no stop sign, stopping helps reduce intersection erosion and improves safety. 
• Be mindful of delivery drivers – Give them space and avoid blocking narrow roads to ensure safe passage. 
• Respect maintenance crews – Give graders and other equipment plenty of space to operate safely. 
• Educate visitors, contractors, and delivery drivers – Share these tips with anyone who regularly uses the roads. 


